APPENDIX D

COMMUNICATING WITH CG UNITS

READING ASSIGNMENT
Communicating Between Coast Guard Resources

Reading Assignment

Watchstander Responsibility
Watchstanders must be familiar with their responsibilities prior to small boat deployment.

Although much of the accountability for the safety of the boat and crew is placed on the        

Coxswain, the watchstander plays an invaluable role in ensuring the highest level of safety.  A good watchstander:

Requests details of the coxswain’s float plan prior to a crew getting underway. 

Recognizes and provides contingency plans for any gaps in communication

            coverage 

Relays important weather information.

Relays additional information concerning the specifics of  case (i.e., relays to crew that person-in-water is reported to have a broken leg, etc).

Establishes communications with the Auxiliary / CG resources if they fail to 

            provide a timely “Ops Normal” Position Report.

Float Plan:  A verbal “Float Plan,” or intended course of movement and action must be completed between the coxswain and the watchstander prior to getting the boat underway.  A detailed float plan consists of these parts:

Show on applicable chart(s) intended course and action.

Discuss mission particulars such as mission type, training, etc.

Record general course and area where operations are to be conducted.

Communicate that any deviation from the original float plan must be relayed to the watchstander

NOTE
In situations where there is a SAR case deployed from its regular location, a Float Plan is not required.  The watchstander should assume boat crew will take fasted course and should advise of any operating conditions that may hinder a rapid response (i.e., low tide, surf-zone, dredging, or construction).

