	Hi to all FC's and FSO-OP's 2,
 
Please pass down ASAP.
 
Thanks, Don

--- On Thu, 7/9/09, Roy Graboff <RoyGraboff@roadrunner.com> wrote:

From: Roy Graboff <RoyGraboff@roadrunner.com>
Subject: SAR Policy
To: "Albert Klausman, SO-OP 15" <aklausman@socal.rr.com>, "Alex Delin, SO-OP 14" <alex.delin@yahoo.com>, "Roy Garrabrant, SO-OP 13" <jg13aux@aol.com>, "Barbara De Cuir, SO-OP 12" <barbarajdecuir@earthlink.net>, "John Whiting, SO-OP 10" <jhwhiting@juno.com>, "Roger Horner, SO-OP 09" <aux608@citlink.net>, "Joe Nebelsky, SO-OP 05" <jbn1@cox.net>, "Jimmy Pearson, SO-OP 04" <frogmanjp@aol.com>, "Gary Norgaard, SO-OP 03" <gkentn@verizon.net>, "Don Vary, SO-OP 02" <bunduck@sbcglobal.net>, "Mike Fulgham, SO-OP 01" <mofulgham@san.rr.com>, "Larry Bitonti, SO-OP 11" <HOD238@aol.com>
Cc: "LT James Hiltz" <James.E.Hiltz@uscg.mil>, "Richard Cheyney. OIC" <Richard.P.Cheyney@uscg.mil>, "BMC Shaun Darrall" <Shaun.P.Darrall@uscg.mil>, "Trent Kelly" <trent.c.kelly@uscg-aux.us>, "Ricahrd Kolligian" <Richard.Kolligian@uscg.mil>, "Richard Kolligian ASC" <rkolligian@juno.com>, "Mike Johnson, DCO" <mjohnson11S@cox.net>, "Harry Jacobs, DCOS" <KF6SGU@verizon.net>, "Richard Miller, DDC-R" <rbmiller@msn.com>
Date: Thursday, July 9, 2009, 5:00 PM
Hi Shipmates:

With the Summer boating season in full swing we need to refresh our knowledge regarding the Maritime SAR Assistance Policy (MSAP).  Attached is an abbreviated portion of the MSAP that covers Coast Guard policies and procedures for towing and salvage of disabled vessels in non-distress situations. These policies were made to further minimize the possibility of Coast Guard competition or interference with commercial enterprise.  Our main purpose is to respond to emergency distress events to save lives and property, and then when commercial or "Good Samaritan" assistance is not reasonably available in non-distress situations. The highlights:
    
 -  Coast Guard resources normally do not provide immediate assistance in non-distress cases if alternative assistance is available. A Coast Guard resource may assist in a non-distress situation when no higher priority missions exist and no other capable resource is reasonably available.
NOTE: “Reasonably available” means that the resources should be able to respond before the situation deteriorates.

-  For cases determined NOT to be in the DISTRESS emergency phase by the Search and Rescue Mission Coordinator (SMC), the SMC will advise the requester that,
        (1) It appears there is no imminent danger;
        (2) It is Coast Guard policy to defer to an alternate responder; and
        (3) The Coast Guard will assist in contacting any specifically requested alternate assistance, such as a commercial provider or friend.

-  The SMC will offer to make a Marine Assistance Request Broadcast (MARB). When specific alternate assistance is not requested or available, the mariner will be informed that a broadcast can be made to determine if someone in the area can come to his or her assistance. It is used to invite persons, such as commercial providers or Good Samaritans, interested in responding to do so if they desire. If no intent to respond to the MARB is heard within a reasonable period of time, Coast Guard resources or Auxiliary vessels may be directed by the SMC to respond. A guideline of 10 minutes is recommended for the SMC to await an answer to a MARB before the SMC directs Coast Guard or Auxiliary resources to respond. 
 
Please review the attached document for the details, plus more ...
 
Because of this policy, if a MARB is not heard by an Auxiliary Operational Facility (OPFAC) under orders, and the Operational Command (OPCON) has requested the OPFAC to respond to a disabled vessel in a non-distress situation, the OPFAC should ask the OPCON for the elapsed time from the MARB before assisting a disabled vessel in the non-distress situation. 
 
V/R,
Roy
 
Roy Graboff, DSO-OP
Operations Officer
USCG AUX  - District Eleven (SR)
RoyGraboff@roadrunner.com
805.479.4207
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