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A Note from the Editor 
Happy New Year 

 

 An important part of the Coast Guard Auxiliary is 

watching out for one another. The link below is a holiday 

message from the Commandant & Chief Master Petty Officer. 

It was sent out Mid-December so I wanted to include it now. 

http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php?g2_itemId=1479741o 

  

Boat Crew and Coxswain Training 

 This year should be an interesting year as we train and 

develop our new members. Last year our Flotilla was active in 

developing five new boat crewmembers, three from our 

flotilla and two from other flotillas. One of our goals this year 

should be to develop at least two new coxswains in our 

flotilla, as well as new boat crewmembers. Our current 

coxswains are going to need help as we develop our facilities.  

 Any crewmember interested in becoming a coxswain 

should contact our Member Training Officer Bob Arovas, Ken 

Clements our Flotilla Commander or John Linder, boat crew 

land class instructor. Also, in conjunction with Flotilla 61 we 

are planning another boat crew class.  

 The Boat Crew training South County: 

We are planning to do a joint training with 61 & 68 this spring  

starting about March 15, 2012. The training would also be open 

to Division 6 members. Boat Crew members needing to re-

qualify in 2012 or who are REYR are also welcome to consult 

with the FSO-MT, (et al) and attend  Coxswain Academy. 

 If you are interested in finishing your boat crew 

training or starting your training you should take the ABS 

class starting in February, and then the Coastal Nav. class. See 

the flyers at the end of the newsletter.  
o 
 

 

 

John Linder 

FSO ï PB 
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Editor: 
fso-pb@uscgaux-danapoint.org  

John Linder  949-697-7125 

2012 Calendar 
 

January-28, Flotilla Meeting at DPYC 

meet downstairs in the dining room 

February-25,  Flotilla Meeting at DPYC  

March-31, (Flotilla Change of Watch & 

Awards Brunch usually at DPYC*) 

April -28, Flotilla Meeting at DPYC 

May-19, Flotilla Meeting at DPYC 

June-30, Flotilla Meeting at DPYC 

July-28, Flotilla Meeting at DPYC 

August-25, Flotilla Meeting at DPYC 

September-29,  Flotilla Meeting at DPYC 

October- 27, Flotilla Meeting at DPYC 

November-17, Flotilla Meeting at DPYC 

December-1, (Christmas Party usually at an 

off-site location) 

December Boat Parade 7 & 8 & 14 & 15  

 

Final calendar will be ready in Feb. 

 
Photos taken by John Linder 68  

& Howard Phillips 61 
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 Office of the Flotilla Commander  

Flotilla 06-08 - Dana Point  

A Message from the Flotilla Commander: January 2010  

Command Philosophy  
It is my great privilege to be your Flotilla Commander as we do our part to ensure that Dana Point, (and 

the Orange County Boating Community) we serve remains safe, secure, and environmentally sound. I 

would like each member of Flotilla 06-08 to understand my command philosophy as we serve the 

citizens within our AOR, (Area of Responsibility). We must always be mindful that what we do while 

performing our duty is critical to the boating community. My command philosophy for 2012 is simple ï 

to strive daily to be the best Volunteer Guardians we can be in our unwavering commitment to the 

operational success across the spectrum of Team Coast Guardôs missions:  

 Excellence will be our hallmark and standard;  

 We will remain vigilant and agile in responding to emerging challenges;  

 We will practice sound risk management and promote a safety culture;  

 We will provide world-class support to the U.S. Coast Guard, District 11SR, Division 6, other 

Flotilla personnel and their families;  

 We will be Semper Paratus.  

 

Guiding Principles  
The following five ñShipsò are the foundation of my command philosophy:  

CRAFTSMANSHIP ï We each must do our jobs well. This requires that we understand and 

execute fully our primary and collateral duties, which include constant learning. We must train 

beyond basic skills to enhance capabilities. We must be technically and professionally proficient, 

never tolerating mediocrity. We must also adhere to the customs and courtesies befitting our 

traditions as the uniformed civilian component of the United States Coast Guard. 

STEWARDSHIP ï We must be bold to exercise proactive leadership to prevent problems before 

they arise. We should take good care of the resources, budgets, and equipment entrusted to us, we 

also must be worthy of the legacy passed to us as Guardians. It is up to each of us to protect and 

promote that legacy. In this regard, we must be constant examples of the Guardian Ethos and live the 

Core Values of Honor, Respect, and Devotion to Duty.  

PARTNERSHIP ï We must build and nurture partnerships to advance our common interests in a 

safe, educated, informed and environmentally sound boating community. We must build 

partnerships that will succeed because our mission profile is too large for us to complete alone ï it 

requires an ñAll Handsò approach that can only be assured by committed partnerships.  

CITIZENSHIP ï We must be good citizens in the communities in which we live and work,  

whether on or off duty. We must understand that our actions at all times reflect on the  

U.S. Coast Guard & U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary. It is equally important for us to be good citizens 

accountable to one another for our behavior and readiness. We must foster an environment of trust, 

mutual respect, and dignity.  
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FELLOWSHIP - We have four Cornerstones:  

 Member Services.  

 Recreational Boating Safety.  

 Operations & Marine Safety.  

 Fellowship.  

 

For Coast Guard support and operations, we have a set of awards. For member training we have 

awards. For public education we have awards. That leaves another Cornerstone, Fellowship. What 

awards do we have for those in our flotilla that make fellowship happen?  

For the past 38-years our flotilla has proven to be a great group of volunteer shipmates. Wherever 

and whenever we are needed, Flotilla 06-08 is there. Many of us have families. When was the last 

time we thanked a fellow shipmateôs family for sharing a member of their family with our flotilla? 

For the most part, time with us is time away from the family. Letôs show families we appreciate their 

volunteerism with our thanks & our fellowship.  

 

Tell the Story  
 We have all heard a statement such as ñOh yes, thatôs the VEôs job, or thatôs the PBôs job. Our 

emphasis should be on ditching that ñcubeò thinking and realize that each one of us is a Public Affairs 

representative. It is every Auxiliarists job to ñtell the story.ò  

 It is not just the people we are talking to that gain more information about us; it is those within 

earshot that are also listening that carry away more information about our missions and service. Please 

be inspired to ñtell the storyò by telling the Auxiliary story to all who will listen.  

Carry business cards with contact information so that the Boating Public can get in touch with you when 

they want or need more of the ñstory.ò Always have brochures, pamphlets or other printed materials that 

inform about the auxiliary, our flotilla and its missions. Recruit members.  

Recruit members; invite those you talk with to come to a flotilla meeting. Sure, they may not join, but 

they will have a greater understanding of the work we do and the value it has to marine safety and 

security.  

 I challenge each of you to be the next Auxiliarist to demonstrate, ñHonor, Respect and Devotion to 

Dutyò by showing these characteristics and being a great member of the Auxiliaryôs Public Affairs and 

Team Coast Guard.  

 Lastly, I admire the Coast Guard Auxiliaryôs volunteer spirit and dedication to service as well as the 

deep commitment, enthusiasm and the tremendous devotion provided to our Nation. I am convinced that 

the Coast Guard is only limited by its imagination in using the Auxiliary to support its broad spectrum of 

missions ï both operationally and administratively. The desired end-state of which is to more closely 

match talent with need to broadly improve mission effectiveness, advance safety, education and 

environmental protection on Americaôs waterways.  

 

Fair Winds & Following Seas,  

Ken ñKCò Clements  
o 
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Weekend D Training  

 

 Friday, January 6
th 

a three hour opening session which included awards and business activity was 

followed by a series of eight workshops were presented in the afternoon, where flotilla, division and 

ADSO staff offers can meet with their respective District Staff Officers to discuss program goals and 

expectations. Programs represented include Communications, Operations, Vessel Exams, Public 

Education, Marine Safety, Member Training, Navigation Systems and Computer Systems.  

 Saturday and Sunday there were over thirty training classes on a wide variety of subjects that 

were divided into Tracks as follows: Logistics, Prevention, Response and Coast Guard support activity. 

If you have never been there you should plan for next year. It is well worth your time.  

 There was a beautiful bell ringing ceremony for those who crossed the Bar this year. We lost 51 

members in the district this year. It was a very respectful and touching ceremony honoring those 

members as they read their names off one at a time. 

 

 
 

 On a positive note, we have about 140 new members that have joined the District last year. Our 

team is slowly growing. This also means more training activity for the flotillas. 

 One of our members, John Linder, received the District award for ñBest Flotilla Publicationò of 

the year. I want to say that it could not be done this well without the help of our members who have 

contributed articles, photos and suggestions. Eric Gritzmacher, Gary Pierson, Norma Lococo, Dan sly,  
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as well as the Flotilla Commanders get honorable mention for their contributions during the year. 

Thanks to all the team for your assistance in making our flotilla newsletter come alive. Itôs for the 

TEAM. 

 

  
o 
 

Dana Point Boat Light Parade 

 

This was a big event for Dana Point and our Flotilla. The weather was perfect on the first weekend, with 

a larger than normal crowd. We had a large team working the land and dockside of the Parade as well as 

two vessels on the water. Thanks to Ken, Norma, Don, Bob Arovas and the rest of the team for all the 

work that went into making this event an organized and successful operation. The onshore strike teams 

played a major role in the success of the DP Parade of Lights. Without them we have limited coverage. It 

was good to see some of our newest members working at the parade. 

 Thanks also, to Chris Mather, Dale Zimmerman for making their vessels available for these night 

patrols and Tom Jacobsmeyer, for driving from Glendale with his boat for the second weekend. When 

we were gassing up on the first Friday night on ñRaiderò Chris Matherôs boat, we talked with the Fish 

and Game boat crew. They patrol up to two hundred miles off shore and from San Diego to LA.  

 

 
 

 The parade is fast becoming one of the largest on the west coast. We had about 82 vessels 

participating in the parade. The photos below are a few taken from several patrol boats on different  
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nights. Photos taken from a moving boat at night makes it a challenge. Some of these are from the 

Newport parade that I crewed for mid-week. I lost several photos from the first night due to technical 

errors on my part so most of the crew photos are missing. 

 

    
 

      
 

  Merry Christmas America             Sponge Bob Square Pants 
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  The Pavilion       Steve Baca 66 and Carm Gullo Coxswain Lotus 61 

     
 
 
 

    
o   

 

 

 

 

Technology News 

 

A key to Safety is the new Pocket CO 300. Odorless, tasteless carbon monoxide buildup from 

combustion engines and still kills people every year.  This is the worldôs smallest CO detector. It sounds 

an alarm by buzzing, vibrating, flashing and blinking. The nanotechnology is cutting-edge. It is very 

advanced and good enough for professional use. It is easy to read, with a backlit LED display. It shows 

the average, total and maximum exposure from the point the detector is turned on. It is a one-ounce 

pocket size unit. The cost is $139, which seems cheap considering approximately 200 people die each 

year from CO exposure. For more info go to kwjengineering.com 
 


