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A Note from the Editor 
To the many members that expressed their thanks and kind 

words regarding the first issue of the newsletter, thank you.  I 

also appreciate all those who gave their suggestions and 

comments on the first issue. It helps me make a much better 

newsletter.  Thanks Again. 

 I am sure everyone has been following the Deepwater 

Horizon oil spill. All the training we do is in preparation for 

the fulfillment of the USCG motto, ñSemper Paratusò, 

ñAlways Readyò.  In the notice from the Chief Director to the 

Membership I quote. ñThe breadth and scope of the impacts 

of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill have significantly 

expanded and require long-term, coordinated action by the 

Coast Guard through the remainder of CY2010. Further 

inclusion of Auxiliary resources into response operations and 

sustainment plans is necessary. ALCOAST 324/10 has been 

issued to highlight this need and to solicit Auxiliary support 

from all regions to meet immediate needs.ò 

 The Silver side is being invited to support the Gold in 

the situation. It will be interesting to hear how this comes 

together. If any of you are going, please take pictures and 

send me a write up of your time there. o 

John Linder 

FSO - PB 
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           Remaining 2010 Calendar   
 

July 4 Independence Day  

July 10 AUXOPS ï Seamanship Class 

July 10 District Cruise to Avalon 

July 24 TCT 8 hour San Pedro 

TBA Security Awareness Training 

July 26 Division Meeting 

July 31
 
Flotilla Meeting   

Aug 4 U.S. Coast Guard 220th birthday  

Aug 7 ï 8 AUX SC&E @ Material Ctr . 

Aug 17 Basic Coastal Navigation  

Aug 21 International Lighthouse Weekend  

Aug 22 NACON  

Aug 23 Division meeting 

Aug 28 Flotilla Meeting   

Sep 6 Labor Day  

Sep 10 Tall Ships Regatta ï Dana Point  

Sep 25 Flotilla meeting 

Sep 27 Division Meeting  

Oct 9 Flare Shoot - Dana Point 

Oct 11 Columbus Day  

Oct 12 About Boating Safety 

Oct 25 Division meeting  

Oct 30 Flotilla Meeting 

Nov 11 Veterans Day  

Nov 20 Flotilla Meeting 

Nov 22 Division Meeting  

Dec. 11 Flotilla Meeting 

 

Those in Bold are direct Flotilla activity.  
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                         An article by 
  Vice Flotilla Commander: Ken òKCó Clements 

 

How to be the Best Darn VE Possible !!!  

                                            And Then Become a Program Visitor Too !!! 

The key to becoming a great VE is in the training. Becoming a Vessel Examiner can be done by 

classroom instruction, self-study, good mentoring and hands on training. 

It i s very important that you understand that the actual questions on the Open Book Vessel 

Examiner's Examination come from the Vessel Safety Check Manual (M16796.8), the USCG 

Auxiliary Facilities Guide, and the forms associated with the VE Department: ANSC 7003, 7008, 

7012, 7038, and 7045. All of these items are linked below. 

In this article you will find links to training tools and open book on-line Vessel Examiner examination. 

All of these tools can be used to self-study the course. 

The first and most important tool is the VSC Manual M16796.8, which can be obtained through your 

FSO-MA (Materials Officer) or by downloading an Adobe Acrobat version from, 

http://safetyseal.net/manuals/VSC_Manual.pdf, which is 1.59 MB in size. You should become totally 

familiar with this manual, as it will be your "Road Map" to guide you in becoming a great vessel 

examiner. 

There have been some changes to the manual since it was printed and those changes can be found at 

http://safetyseal.net/manuals/Vessel_Safety_Check_Manual_Errata.pdf in the form of an Adobe 

Acrobat file, which is 49 KB in size.  

You should also download the Forms ANSC-7003, ANSC-7008, ANSC-7012, ANSC-7038 and 

ANSC-7045 from the forms page at http://forms.cgaux.org/forms.html and become familiar with them. 

Hint: There are questions on the exam taken from some of these forms. 

 

http://safetyseal.net/manuals/VSC_Manual.pdf#_blank
http://safetyseal.net/manuals/Vessel_Safety_Check_Manual_Errata.pdf#_blank
http://forms.cgaux.org/forms.html#_blank


 

 

 

Continued from page 2 

The best tool to prepare you for the examination is the Microsoft PowerPoint VSC Training 

Presentation, which your instructor, (if you had one) would use to teach the course. You can use this 

as a self-study tool as well and I strongly encourage you to do so. This is a very large file at 16.28 MB 

in size but explains everything you need to know and quizzes you in preparation for passing the VE 

Exam. You can download the PowerPoint from at: 

http://safetyseal.net/manuals/Initial_VSC_Training_Program_v6.ppt. 

I have also included a PowerPoint presentation for performing VSC's on PWC's and you should 

download that PowerPoint from http://safetyseal.net/manuals/pwcvsc.ppt it is 7.27 MB in size. 

And, of equal importance are the SUBs, (Sport Utility Boats) Addendum to the VSC Manual for 

performing VSC's on SUB's and you should download that Adobe Acrobat PDF file from 

http://safetyseal.net/pdf_files/SUBsVSCManualAddendum.pdf it is 266 KB in size. 

And, while youôre at it, another good compilation of study materials is the Annual Workshops from 

http://safetyseal.net/workshops/. 

To become better prepared to inspect Coast Guard Auxiliary Operational Facilities (OPFAC), 

download and become familiar with this document, http://safetyseal.net/manuals/Facilities-

Inspections.pdf that is designed for Auxiliary Vessel Examiners only. This useful link at: 

http://www.safetyseal.net/pdf_files/OPFAC-Inspections.ppt is a PowerPoint presentation 7.38 MB in 

size to be used for OPFAC training. ONLY the FC, VFC and the FSO-VE are allowed to certify a vessel 

exam for an operational facility. 

Once you have used all of the above tools and feel you are ready to take the exam, go to 

http://ntc.cgaux.org/ and take the on-line Vessel Examiner Course Exam. This is an open book exam 

and you will get your results as soon as you complete the exam. You can retake this exam as many 

times as you need if you don't pass it the first time around. The great thing about the results you get is 

that, it tells you, what pages to study when you get questions wrong. 

That's not all... As stated above, you must have some hands on training. You need to go out with a 

qualified Vessel Examiner and perform 5 exams under the supervision of that qualified examiner, 

(mentor). After this is completed, the examiner must notify your Flotilla Commander who will in turn 

notify your DIRAUX (Director of Auxiliary Office) that all tasks have been completed. DIRAUX will 

then certify you as a qualified VE and you can start performing exams on your own. 

Your Local and State Regulations... California and many localities have their own rules to 

compliment the Federal regulations. Youôll need to obtain the local rules, regulations and information 

from a qualified VE (your mentor). Here is the link for Californiaôs 2009 Boating Law: 

http://www.dbw.ca.gov/pubs/abc/ABCFull.pdf. It's good to know this information and if you can 

obtain copies from the state, have them with you when you perform VSC's.  

Once you have become qualified, go to http://safetyseal.net/index3.asp and scroll down to the link that 

http://safetyseal.net/manuals/Initial_VSC_Training_Program_v6.ppt#_blank
http://safetyseal.net/manuals/pwcvsc.ppt#_blank
http://safetyseal.net/pdf_files/SUBsVSCManualAddendum.pdf#_blank
http://safetyseal.net/workshops#_blank
http://safetyseal.net/manuals/Facilities-Inspections.pdf
http://safetyseal.net/manuals/Facilities-Inspections.pdf
http://www.safetyseal.net/pdf_files/OPFAC-Inspections.ppt#_blank
http://ntc.cgaux.org/#_blank
http://www.dbw.ca.gov/pubs/abc/ABCFull.pdf
http://safetyseal.net/index3.asp


 

 

says "I Want a VSC"  ñVolunteer Examiners Sign-Up Here!ò And, sign up to be a member of the on-

line "I Want a VSC"  volunteer force where the public can locate examiners near their ZIP code. 

Continued from page 3 

But don't stop here...  

Did you know that to become a Program Visitor  many of the questions on the PV 

Exam come from the VSC Manual that you just mastered ???  

So, why not take that additional step and become a Program Visitor too ??? 

Becoming a Program Visitor  
 

The Recreational Boating Safety Program Visitation Program (RBSVP) continues to play an ever-

increasing role and is an integral component of the USCGôs Recreational Boating Safety (RBS) 

program. Program Visitors (PVôs) serve as ñcommunity ambassadorsò, and promote safe boating 

through the aid of Program Partners who are businesses or organizations where the boating public 

might frequent. This community outreach program not only provides Program Partners with 

safety/boating related literature, but serves as a resource link (point of contact) for Program Partners 

who may need more information including, but not limited to, answers to questions such as: 

documentation, recall status, or technical questions.  

 

The RBSVP interfaces with other RBS programs and provides additional information to Program 

Partners such as schedules and details for vessel examinations (VE), boating safety classes (PE), and 

special events (PA). Under all circumstances, PVôs must maintain the best of personal appearance and 

CORRECTLY worn uniform along with a solid knowledge base of safe boating practices. 

 

Hereôs how to become a Program Visitor: 

1. Contact your FSO-PV to get answers to any questions you may have regarding RBSVP and let 

the FSO-PV know that you are ready to begin preparing for this qualification. 

2. Download the RBS Visitation Program Manual 

http://www.uscg.mil/auxiliary/publications/comdtinst/rbs-vp/RBSVP_ManualWeb.pdf and begin to study.  

3. Download form ANSC 7046  http://cgaux.org/~forms/email/a7046s.pdf where you will record your 

PV activity. Form ANSC 7047 is not currently being used. 

4. Download the Vessel Safety Check Manual  http://www.uscg.mil/directives/cim/16000-

16999/cim_16796_8.pdf. All PVôs are required to have an excellent knowledge of  

5. Vessel examinations and at least 25% of the questions open book PV Examination come from 

this manual. You do not need to be VE qualified, but it is highly recommended. 

6. Download the updates and changes to the Vessel Safety Check manual M16796.8 
http://safetyseal.net/manuals/Vessel_Safety_Check_Manual_Errata.pdf 
7. Ready to take the RBSVP Qualification Exam? http://ntc.cgaux.org/TrainingCourses.htm 

After you have completed the exam with a score of 90% or greater, contact any certified PV 

and under his or her supervision perform two Program Partner visits. Then give your FSO-PV 

http://www.uscg.mil/auxiliary/publications/comdtinst/rbs-vp/RBSVP_ManualWeb.pdf
http://cgaux.org/~forms/email/a7046s.pdf
http://www.uscg.mil/directives/cim/16000-16999/cim_16796_8.pdf
http://www.uscg.mil/directives/cim/16000-16999/cim_16796_8.pdf
http://safetyseal.net/manuals/Vessel_Safety_Check_Manual_Errata.pdf
http://ntc.cgaux.org/TrainingCourses.htm


 

 

a copy of your test score detail that you received online, affix that information to the Program  

Continued from page 4 

Visitor Initial Qualification and Re-certification Application (use a copy of the form in the 

RBSPV Manual) and the FSO-PV will obtain the appropriate signatures and send to DIRAUX. 

Shortly thereafter, you will receive a PV Letter of Certification, PV Certificate, and Examiner 

Program Ribbon. PVôs can also earn the prestigious RBS Device. 
http://auxbdept.org/pdf/RBSDeviceAwardCriteria2010-01-22.pdf 

 

Submitted by:  Ken ñKCò Clements, VFC 

 

References:  
 

1.) U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary National Department of Vessel Examination. 

2.) U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary National Department of Manuals & Publications. 

3.) Gayland V. Rogers, USCG Auxiliary, District 13, Division 7 SO-PV, division7.org 

4.) U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary National Department of Forms 

5.) U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary National Department of Testing Center. o 
 

From a conversation with the Rick Kaufman 

Materials Center DOS - MA  
 

Rick has been with the local materials center for six years. He has been active in the Auxiliary for 17 

years.  He was a flotilla commander and division captain in division 15 and president of the past 

captains association in district 11. He also has a good sense of humor, as I found out in talking to him.  

        The materials center has a training room available that flotillas may reserve on a first come first 

served basis. He has a good sense of humor, as I found out in talking to him.  
 

The center is located at 1425 East Lincoln Ave. #P ΟAnaheim, CA 92805. Ο 

Phone: 714-758-9001 Ο 

Fax:     714-758-9000   

They seldom have time to call anyone back, so fax them or visit the store.  

The website is http://store.d11s.org/   

Faxed orders are processed about every other day, as staff is available. 
 

The center is open on Mondays 18:00 to 21:00 and the first three Saturdays of the month from 09:00 to 

14:00 as staff is available.  
 

If you are having a hard time getting your new ODUs you are not alone. The national materials center 

is having a hard time obtaining enough of these uniforms for all members of the USCG. At the 

moment they are only allowing only one ODU set for each member until they can re-supply enough 

stock. As soon as they are able, the local store will carry the ODUs. 
 

For those of you who may be looking for boots take a look at these Click here ü5064 8" "Forced Entry" 

Tactical BootΟUS $29.95  The manufacturer is hesitant to say they are non-marking but they seem to be 

pretty good and the price is right. 
 

http://auxbdept.org/pdf/RBSDeviceAwardCriteria2010-01-22.pdf
http://store.d11s.org/
http://store.d11s.org/product/5064-8-forced-entry-tacticao-boot/
http://store.d11s.org/product/5064-8-forced-entry-tacticao-boot/


 

 

NOTE: New members need to go with someone from the flotilla, as each flotilla has its own 

requirements. o 

 

 

Monopoly  - I did not know this!Ο 

  

 Starting in 1941, an increasing number of British Airmen found themselves as the involuntary guests 

of the Third Reich, and the Crown was casting about for ways and means to facilitate their escape... 

Now obviously, one of the most helpful aids to that end is a useful and accurate map, one 

showing not only where stuff was, but also showing the locations of 'safe houses' where a POW on-

the-lam could go for food and shelter.  

  Paper maps had some real drawbacks -- they make a lot of noise when you open and fold them, 

they wear out rapidly, and if they get wet, they turn into mush. Someone in MI-5 (similar to America 's 

OSS) got the idea of printing escape maps on silk.  It's durable, can be scrunched-up into tiny wads, 

and unfolded as many times as needed, and makes no noise whatsoever. 

  At that time, there was only one manufacturer in Great Britain that had perfected the 

technology of printing on silk, and that was John Waddington, Ltd. When approached by the 

government, the firm was only too happy to do its bit for the war effort. 

By pure coincidence, Waddington was also the U.K. Licensee for the popular American board 

game, Monopoly. As it happened, 'games and pastimes' was a category of item qualified for insertion 

into 'CARE packages', dispatched by the International Red Cross to prisoners of war. 

Under the strictest of secrecy, in a securely guarded and inaccessible old workshop on the grounds of 

Waddington's, a group of sworn-to-secrecy employees began mass-producing escape maps, keyed to 

each region of Germany or Italy where Allied POW camps were regional system). When processed, 

these maps could be folded into such tiny dots that they would actually fit inside a Monopoly playing 

piece. 

As long as they were at it, the clever workmen at Waddington's also managed to add: 

1. A playing token, containing a small magnetic compassΟ 

2. A two-part metal file that could easily be screwed togetherΟ 

3. Useful amounts of genuine high-denomination German, Italian, and French currency, hidden 

within the piles of Monopoly money! 

British and American air crews were advised, before taking off on their first mission, how to 

identify a 'rigged' monopoly set  -- by means of a tiny red dot, one cleverly rigged to look like an 

ordinary printing glitch, located in the corner of the Free Parking square. 

  Of the estimated 35,000 Allied POWS who successfully escaped, an estimated one-third were 

aided in their flight by the rigged Monopoly sets. Everyone who did so was sworn to secrecy 

indefinitely, since the British Government might want to use this highly successful ruse in still another, 

future war. ΟThe story wasn't declassified until 2007, when the surviving craftsmen from 

Waddington's, as well as the firm itself, were finally honored in a public ceremony. It's always nice 

when you can play that 'Get Out of Jail' Free' card! 

I realize some are (probably) too young to have any personal connection to WWII (Dec. '41 to 

Aug. '45), but this is still interesting.o 

  

A brief note on Business cards for AUX. members. 

You can find four authorized styles of cards and a letterhead at the address below. 

http://forms.cgaux.org/misc.html   On the right side, move your slide bar down and you will find a three-

color template for your use.  If you have questions or need help you can contact Biran McGee FSO - IS 

http://forms.cgaux.org/misc.html


 

 

bgmcgee@yahoo.com Gary Pierson FSO-CM or John Linder FSO - PB. o 

 
 

Things not to do at the boat ramp! 
 

When they say not to put the trailer to far into the water, I am pretty sure you put the trailer end in first. 
Photographer Unknown 

 
 

Why we have Boating Safety classes 
Photographer Unknown 

mailto:bgmcgee@yahoo.com


 

 

 
 

I thought you might be interested in these photos of The Deepwater Horizon in better days. 
Deepwater Photographer Unknown 

 
 

A sister rig, the Nautilus being transported on a heavy-lift vessel. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taken shortly after the fire started. 

The photos that follow show the progression of events over the 36 hours from catching fire to sinking. 

Eleven men lost to the explosion and fire. God Bless their families. 

 
From about ten miles away ï dawn day 1 

The flames were visible up to about 35 miles away. Not the glow ï the flames. They were 200 ï 300 ft high. 



 

 

 
 

 

Support vessels using firefighting gear to cool the rig ï note the list developing. 

 

 
 


